
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 86-51

REVISING WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

BLUE MOUNTAIN CENTER OF MEDITATION
TOMALES
MARIN COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (the Board), finds that:

1. Blue Mountain Center of Meditation (BMCM), a non-profit
corporation hereinafter referred to as the discharger,
submitted a Report of Waste Discharge dated April 30, 1986.

2. BMCM has a full-time population of about 50, in addition to
day use activities. The wastewater system serves single and
multi-unit dwellings, school, chapel, dining hall, and other
buildings. The Center is located at 3600 Tomales-Petaluma
Road, about two miles east of the unincorporated town of
Tomales, in Marin County. The Center is about 1,500 feet
from Keyes Creek, a tributary to Walker Creek which flows
into Tomales Bay.

3. The wastewater system is designed for 60 residents and has a
design flow of 4,000 gallons per day (gpd). It consists of
sewers, septic tanks (2) and holding tank, sump pump and
force main, and two evaporation ponds. Wastewater is pumped
from the sump a distance of several hundred feet to the
ponds, which are in series. The ponds have a combined
surface area of about 0.5 acre. There is a standby
leachfield downgrade from the sump; this provides emergency
disposal during power outages.

4. In 1985, influent wastewater flow averaged 3,360 gpd, or
about 84% of the system's rated capacity. Flow rates were
somewhat lower for the first quarter of 1986.

5. The Board adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for
the San Francisco Bay Basin on July 21, 1982. The Basin
Plan prohibits the discharge of wastewater with particular
constituents of concern to beneficial uses into non-tidal
waters, such as Keyes Creek and Walker Creek. The Basin
Plan also requires that existing groundwater quality be
maintained unless otherwise provided by the State Board.

6. The beneficial uses of Walker Creek are:

o Freshwater habitat




















